




















THE PHOTOPIC SPECTRUM OF THE PIGEON. 123

WaLD (1937) claims to have isolated from the eye of the chicken
a substance which he calls »iodopsiny and assumes to be the cone
substance with maximum in 0.580 . Quite apart from the fact
that its spectrum cannot be regarded as settled by the work re-
ferred to, one would also like to reserve judgment as to the existence
of this substance until further evidence has been presented.

Colour Vision of the Pigeon.

From the work of Hamirron and Corneman (1933) we know
‘that the pigeon has good colour vision, a conclusion which also is
suggested by the presence of a Purkinje shift. It is regrettable
that technical difficulties have prevented a study of restricted
units of activity in this animal, but to judge from experiments on
other animals with colour vision (GrRANTT, 1941—1942) the broad
dominator band of this eye must also be modulated by narrow
bands in different regions. Perhaps the oil globules add somewhat
to the differentation obtainable by these means.

Summary.

The precise form of the photopic spectrum of the pigeon has
been measured with the electrophysiological technique used with
other animals in previous contributions to this problem.

The filtering effect of the coloured oil globules has been discussed
in relation to the photopic spectrum.
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